
A new coordination polymer, {[CoII(imbz)2]·H2O}n [imbz–

= 4'-(imidazol-1-ylmethyl)benzoate anion] was synthesized and
characterized by X-ray crystallography.  Each Co(II) atom is
coordinated by four imbz ligands, two of which using N atoms
of imidazole and the other two using O atoms of benzoate, and
each imbz ligand connects two Co(II) to generate an infinite 2D
network.  The crystal water molecules locate in the voids of two
adjacent layers through C–H---O and O–H---O hydrogen
bonds.  

In the recent years, there are great interests in the study of
coordination polymers with network structures due to their pos-
sible chemical and physical properties.1 A number of unique
networks have been obtained by reactions between transition
metal ions and rationally designed organic ligands.1,2 From
these studies, it is known that the assembly of coordination net-
works was not only controlled by metal ions due to their differ-
ent geometric need but also determined by the nature of ligands
(building blocks).  We focus our attention on construction of
supramolecular frameworks with one- and two-dimensional
network structures by using imidazole- or pyridine-containing
organic ligands.3 In the present study, a novel ligand with imi-
dazole and carboxylate groups, namely 4'-(imidazol-1-
ylmethyl)benzoic acid (imbzH) and its cobalt(II) complex
{[CoII(imbz)2]·H2O}n (1), will be described.  It is well known
that both imidazole and carboxylate are functional groups for
coordination to transition metal ions to form complexes.4

However, ligands containing both imidazole and carboxylate
groups are rare except the histidine residue and its derivatives.5

The imbzH ligand was prepared readily by hydrolysis of 4'-
cyanobenzyl-1-imidazole in hydrochloric acid.6 Compound 1
was obtained as purple prism in about 80% by slow diffusion
between two layers of aqueous solution (10 mL) of
Co(NO3)2·6H2O or Co(ClO4)2·6H2O and piperidinium salt of
imbzH in methanol (10 mL) in the molar ratio 1:2 at room tem-
perature.  The structure of 1 was determined by X-ray crystal-
lography.7

The coordination environment around the Co(II) atom of
complex 1 is exhibited in Figure 1 with atom numbering
scheme.  The X-ray crystal structure of the complexes confirms
that each Co(II) atom is coordinated by four imbz ligands, two
of which using N12 and N22B atoms of imidazole and the other
two using O21 and O11A atoms of benzoate anion.  Therefore,
the compound 1 is neutral and the coordination environment of
the Co(II) atom is a distorted tetrahedral with N2O2 binding set
in which the coordination angles around the Co(II) varying
from 98.2(1) to 123.3(1)°.  The distance of 2.407 Å between the
Co1 and O12A indicates the presence of weak interaction
between these two atoms.  The corresponding distance between

Co1 and O22 is 3.149 Å.  It means that two carboxylate anions
coordinated to the Co1 atom are not exactly same, one is as
monodentate (only using O21) and the other one is as semi-
bidentate (using O11A and O12A).  On the other hand, each
imbz– anion connects two Co(II) atoms to produce an infinite
2D network as illustrated in Figure 2.  The sheet contains dis-
torted squares formed by four imbz– anions and four Co(II)
atoms with a distance of 11.8 Å between two Co(II) atoms and
angles of 100.4° (∠Co1F–Co1E–Co1H), 79.6°
(∠Co1E–Co1F–Co1C). All the Co(II) atoms in one layer are on
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the same plane while the imbz ligands orientated up and down
of the cobalt plane to give a corrugated and wavy network
structure (Figure 3).  The layers repeat in an ---ABAB--- stack-
ing sequence along the b axis and two adjacent layers are stag-
gered relative to each other so that the Co(II) atoms in one layer
are located above or below the squares of adjacent layers
(Figure 3).  The nearest intermetallic distance between two
Co(II) atoms in two adjacent layers is 9.4 Å.  

There is one molecule of water per unit of [CoII(imbz)2].
The uncoordinated water molecules locate in the voids of two
adjacent layers through C–H---O hydrogen bonds with a dis-
tance of 3.370 Å between imidazole C12A (x, y, 1+z) and O31
(Figure 3).  A distance of 2.756 Å between the O22 and O31 as
shown in Figure 1 indicates the existence of O31–H---O22
hydrogen bond although protons attached to the O31 atom
could not be found from difference Fourier maps.  Another
C–H---O hydrogen bond is formed between the methylene
C21B (1.5+x, 0.5–y, 1–z) and O21 with a distance of 3.235 Å.  

It is worth notice that both imidazole N and carboxylic O
of imbz– anion coordinated to Co(II) atoms to generate a 2D
network.  However, in the reported cobalt complexes with (±)-
2-(4-isopropyl-4-methyl-5-oxo-4,5-dihydro-1H-2-imidazole-2-
yl)-nicotinic acid (Imz) and 1,4-bis(1-methylimidazole-2-
ylmethyl)-7-carboxymethyl-1,4,7-triazacyclononane (LH) lig-
ands, only mononuclear complexes [Co(Imz)3]·3H2O and
[CoL](PF6)2 were obtained.9 In the case of Co(II) complex
with hexanedioic acid and imidazole ligands, a linear polymer
has been reported.10 The results of present study demonstrate
that the nature of ligand is important for rational synthesis of
desired polymer framework.  

The compound 1 is insoluble in all of usual organic sol-
vents and its properties in solid state such as magnetic, desorp-
tion and resorption of uncoordinated water molecules11 are
undergoing now in our lab. 
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